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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


A SERMON, 
Delivered before the Eastern Association of Universalists, 
convened at Farmington, (Me.) June 23d, 1824. 





By JApEzZ WoonMaN, A. M. 


«“ Put on, therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, long 


+ guffering,, forbearing one another, and forgiving one anotier, 
if any) nan have a quarrel against any; even as Christ for- 


wane you, so also do ye. And above ali these things put on 
Charily, which ts the bond of perfectness.”,-—Col. iii, 12—14. 


The Apostle, in this chapter, from which our text is se- 
‘ected, exhorts his brethren, the Colossians, to seek things 
heavenly and not earthly, to set their affections on the 

e, and not on the other. He points out the virtues and 
otinclond duties of the christian life, which he had_ before 
exhibited to view, in his epistle to the Ephesians. By a 
metaphor taken from the putting off and on of garments, 
he exhorts his brethren to put off the old man with his 
deeds, to put on the new man, ard to exereise various 
craces, as is specified in our text, as mercy, kinduess, 
tumbleness of mind, meekuess, long suffering, forbearance, 
forgiveness and charity. The Apostle in our text, gives 
his brethren the appellation of elect ; “ Put on, therefore, 
as the elect of God, &c.” The doctrine of election as 
some understand it, most assuredly militates against the 
pure doctrine of the gospel, but to have right conceptions 
of the doctrine, as plainly revealed, both in the old and 
jew testament, is perfectly consonani to the benevolence 

und impartial affection of Jehoyah, to all his erring oif- 
epiing. Jesus Christ, ina very ewpha tics al point of view 
is exhibited to us in the scriptures as God’s elect. This 
clorious charaeter is pointed outin the prophecy of Isaiah, 
$21 chap. and Ist verse : “Behold my servant, whom If 
uphold : mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth.” He 
was sent into this world for a most glorious purpose, * to 
finish transgression, and make anend of sin,” in every 


man. Jesus Christ, the one elect-head, was chosen for 


ne incomparable good of mankind, as is apparent from 
‘he 6th and 7th verses cf the chapter just alluded to: *T, 
1¢ Lord, have called thee in righteousness, and will hold 
Uiine hand, and will keep thee and give thee for a cove- 
nant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles, to open the 
lind eyes, to bring the prisoners from the prison, and 
thom that sit in darkness out of the prison house.” The 
lea of election’s being for the good of others, conspicu- 
ously appears from God s calling Abraham from his own 
native land. 
emong those who served other Gods, others, by no means, 
were finally rejecte ‘d. The universal goodness of God 
strikingly appears in the following language to him: * in 
thy seed,” alluding to Christ, shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed.” The choice of Moses and Aaron, the 
Levites, the seventy elders and the twelve princes, were 
‘or the good of all Israel, and the blessings in which they 
participated, were communicated to them through the 
iithtul attention of those various characters and officers, 
'0 thei appointments, by whom they were led forward to 
, typical restor land of Canaan. God’s elect, unde 
he g spel dispensation, are also chosen as instruinent! 
1 the ‘ir places, to exhibit to view, from the scriptures, the 
ud tidings of the gospel,.shewing Jesus as the way to 
the celestial Canaan, “the rest that remains for the peo- 
pie of God.” The Apostles were chosen and sent t 
Peach “to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Theii 
‘onmission was enlarged, after the resurrection of Christ, 
they were commanded by him “to go into all the 
werld, and preach the gospel to every creature.” Not 
’ the twelve Apostles first chosen, and the seventy af- 
ards chosen and sent to the Gentiles, but all beliév- 
ers in Christ mz ay with propriety be considered as elect. 
Saint P ter,in addressing “the strangers scattered through- 
“ut Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bythinia,” 
has the following language: * Elect, according to the 
; e-knowledge of God,the Father, through sanctifiea- 
ion of the spirit unto obedience, &c.” Ist Epist. 1st chap 


ih 


ta 


194 an 
2 -i verse. And in the 2d chapter and 9th verse, !t 
Ss expressed : “ Ye are a chosen generation, a yai 


sthood, au holy nation, a peculiar people, that ye 


1 with the elect. 


When it pleased God to select bim from 















should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you 
out of darkness into his marvellous light.” Inthe general 
‘epistle of St. James, Ist chap. and ifth verse,it is thus 
Written : * Of his own will begat he us with the word of 
truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of his crea- 
tures.” [t plainly appears, that the first fruits are not 
the whole harvest, oly an earnest of it, as we see by the 
one hundred and forty-four thousand, that are sealed, in 
the revelation, and stand with the Lamb on Mount Zion, 
with the harps of God. These first fruits are the elect, 
redeemed from among men, that follow the lamb, whith- 
ersoever he goeth. Itis apparent that the sealed, the first 
fruits, or the elect, were not the whole of the saved, for 
the one bundred and forty-four thousaad being mentioned, 
we read afterwards in the vision of the Evangelist, as 
follows, viz. : * After this T beheld, and lo, a great multi- 
tude, which no wan could number, of all nations and 
kindreds, and people, and tongues, stocd before the throne, 
and before the lamb, clothed with white 1obes, and palms 
in their hands; and cried wiih a loud yoic e, saying Sal- 
vation to our God, which sitteth upon the throne, and un- 
to the lamb.” From what has been adduced, as well as 
from other concurrent testimony, we have scsiptural 
ground for conclusion, that the elect are not a_ people, 
chosen to be the objects of God’s love and eternal salva- 
tion, to the final rejection of others ; beat a people chosen 
to believe the truth, and to rejoice in the salvation of 
Christ, while others, for wise purposes, remain in a_ state 
of ignorance of that to which they are equally entitled 
God has never Jeft him-elf without wit- 
nesses for Jesus, even in the darkest tines of Christianity, 
since its commencement; the number at some periods, 
however, has been comparatively smail: but the number 
of seal beliévers in the finished salyetien wrought by 
Christ, is rapidly increasing ; and it 2, “yes the heart of 
believers, that all who are now in tap Quack, or wili in fu- 
ture be inthe dark, relative to this great saivation, will 
eventually be brought to the knowledge ofthe truth and 
be saved. In further spe aking from the words of our text, 
we shall consider the particular ideas, as they oceur, and 
the first thing enjoined by the Apostle on his brethren, was 
to “put on bowels ef mercies.” This is an endearing 
term and avery appropriate figure for pity or compassion. 
This figure is used in various Other places, both in the old 
and new tertament. The author of our text, in his epis- 
tle to Philemon, soliciting him to receive Onesimus, his 
former servant, makesuse of the following language :— 
*“ Thou, therefore, receive him, that is, mine own bowels.” 
[t seems that the Apostle had a very compassionate feel- 
ing for this young man, wherefore he exhorts Philemon, in 
ihe most pathetic menner, to receive him again into his 
house, and into his heart and affections. When we take 
into consideration the harmony subsisting in the scrip- 
tures of truth, and that they exhibit, in the most. striking 
light, the compassion of God, to all his created beings, we 
caunot have even the shadow of evidence, that the Apos- 
tle was limited in his view when he exhorted his brethren 
to put on bowels of mercies. He unquestionably meant 
to convey this idea to them, that they must be compas- 
sionate to all, in order to be like their heavenly father, 
* whose tender mercies are over all his works.” Well 
ight he urge his ‘ape to put on this heavenly gare 
ment, this inward adorning, that they might, in some good 
legree be imitators of that «reat and good Being, “ from 
hom cometh down every good and perfect oift.” The | 
compassion of God appears very conspicuous from. the 
following passage in Jeremiah, dist chap. and 20th verse 
5 ‘asant child ? Foi 


since [ spake ag tly remember him 


*Js Ephraim my dear son? Is heay 
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ainst him, | do ea: 
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ill, therefore my bowels are troubled for him; L) will 
How con- 
solins to every stn-sick soul, must be the following pas- |} 
sage from Isatah, 49th chap. and 15th verse : ¢ Can a wo- 
men forget her suckling child, that she should net have 

ynpassion on the son of he: womb? Yea,they may 
ill tT not forget t ” We plainly discove: 
the propriety of this injunction. put on bowels of mercies. 
Such a spirit is a very beautiful one ; the Apostle begin 

vith the innermost of these garments, and in the secon 
inward, tender. un 
igned and overfowing meicy put intoexecution. Kind 
nese stenifies goodness, and it is the doing of good to al! 
is Opportunities present. He, who is endued with thi 
celestial grace, does not say to persons in want, when he 


surely have mercy upon him, saith the Lord.’ 
} 
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warmed and filled,” but ready to distribute, gives those 
things which are needful foi the body. He does not, like 
the unfeeling Priest and Levite, sufier his fellow-men to 
reinain in wretchedness, when his efforts can relieve them, 
but like the good Samaritan, binds up their wounds, pour- 
ing in wine and oil, and continues to contribute to their 
subsistence and well-being. 

Lhiraly. * Uumbleness of mind.” Humility or hum- 
bleness of mind consists in a person’s apprehension of bis 
own nothingness, when compared with God; and _ his lit- 
tleness in comparison to some of his fellow-men. As _ the 
most enlightened of men ave liable to become high-minded 
in a greater or less degree, we see great propriety in the 
injunction to put on humbleness of mind. This injunc- 
tion in our text Is similar to the one give n by St. Peter to 
his brethren—* Be clothed with humility.” Ist epistle, 
5th chap. and 5th verse. This is a grace which shews 
itself in not aspiving after things too high for one, always 
acknowledging his own meanness and unworthiness, as- 
cribing all he is and has, to the grace and goodness of 
God, whether it be gifts of nature, providence or sree, 2 - 
tion. Opulence has, we believe, sometimes a tendency 
to excite pride in our species. St. Paul, being ap revi . 

sive of this, exhorts Timoth y in one of his epistles to hin, 

to “charge them that are rich in this world, that they be 
not high-minded ;” i. e. that they may not with thei: 
wealth and worldie substance, look down from the height 
of their honor and riches, with contempt upon the indi- 
gent, entertaining sublime thoughts of themselves, as if 
their bodies were composed of better clay, since they 
have all one Maker, and are of one blood. Itis evident 
that persons are sometimes inflate ‘d with pride, on account 
of thei ir superior abilities, both natural ‘and acquired.— 
Such per sot is would do well to puton hambleness of mind. 
He, who looks down on any of his fellow-creatures With 
contempt, on account of the meanness of their talents, or 
want of education, would do well to realize, that infinitely 
greater is the disparity between the Almighty and_ the 
inost understanding and refined philosopher, than can pos- 
sibly be interposed between that philosopher and the most 
unlearned and ignorant mortal, [tis most probable that 
nothing has a greater tendency to stir up pride in the 
hearts of those, who are limited in their views of final 
salvation, than to imagine that they are the peculiar ta- 
vorites of heaven, and are more entitled to eternal life 
than others. May Almightye God, with the beams of 
truth, enlighten all such as are high-minded, on any ac- 
count whatever, and enable them, individually, to adopt 
the following language of the apostle: This is a faith- 
ful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Jesus 
Chreit care into the world to save sinners, of whom Lam 
chief.” | Concluded in our nevt. | 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER, 


FATALITY AND CALVINISM. 


My. Evrror—In a former communication, we observed, that 
Fatality and Calvinism were synonymous terms, This prop- 
osition may seem to require some explanation, as to the sense 
which we attach to the term, by which the latter system is 
designated. 

By Calvinism, then, we understand, sech doctrines as are 
peculiar to this system, and which distinguish it from all other 
systems maintained by professed christians. Wedo not con- 
sider the doctrines of the Trinity, Alonement, &c. as forming 
parts of the system of Calvin, any more than that of Armini- 
us. For Calvinism, as we shall attemptto prove, in the course 
of the present discussion, involves consequences which con- 
tracdict at least one of those doctrines. When we say that 
Fatality and Calvinism are synonymous, we mean, thatas far 


| as the former system goes, itis in perfect harmony with the 


latter. Calvinism 7 may teach many doctrines vpon 
which Fatality is silent) Calvinism m ay be reduced to sever- 
al propositions—Fatality, to one only; but in‘the many pro p- 
osifions laid down by Calvinism, no one can be found w hich 
contradicts the simple one to which Fatality is reduced ; or it 
would follow that Calvinism is at variance with itself. 

After the foregoing explanation, and before we enter upon 
the discussion of the subject, it may be proper to inquire, 
1. What does Calvinism teach? 2div, What does the Fa- 
alitoaintain? With regard to the first of these inquiries 
‘aivin teaches in his Institutes, L. de Pradest. L. 1. Inst. c. 
8. Nuin. 1. Lb. 3. ec. 23 n. 8. © That God is the author of all 
sin” ‘The same doctrine is adopted by the compiler of the 
Westminster Confession, a standard authority among Cal- 
vinists, whieh expres sly asserts that **God hath, for his own 


has the power to assist them, “depart in peace, be ye‘ glory unchangeably foreordained whatever comes to pags in 
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time.” Now if God has foreordained whatever comes to pass, 
he must have foreordained, aud therefore necessitated, the 
commission of every crime that has been perpetrated from the 
creation of the world to the present period, and which will be 
hereafter committed as long as time shall endure. God, ac- 
cording to this system, must have been the author of all the 
riurders, treason, thefts, impurities, falsehoods, blasphemies, 
&ec. &c. that have ever been committed and of an infinitely 
greater number of crimes than the foulest assassin, the most 
suilty malefactor, or the most unrelenting despot. For to 
toreordain or to ordain is to necessitate as far as the party that 
ordains is able to accomplish his decrees. But the power of 
(;o1 ts infinite and unbounded; therefore whatever he wills, 
er whatever he necessitates, he must carry into effect. No 
obstacle can impede, no difficulty can frustrate, the accom- 
plishment of his designs. God necessitates the commission of 
sin, according to the declaration of the Westminster Confes- 
sien. His power must be consequently exerted in producing 
it, and as every one must of necessity be the author of what- 
ever he produces, so God, by producing sin, must be the au- 
thorofsin. Thus a perfect harmony exists between the de- 
clarations of this celebrated Confession of faith, and the doc- 
trines taught and zealously maintained by the reformer of 
Geneva. The one declares that God is, the other the man- 
ner in which he rs, the author of sin. 

Our next inquiry is, What does the fatalist maintain? We 
shall not, we trust, be accused of misrepresenting his opinions, 
if we assert that, the leading feature of his system ts, that ev- 
ery event which occurs in the world, is produced by a fixed 
and fatal decree; and asthe Fatalist is not an Atheist, he 
inust admit that this decree is divine. The resembl ance ex- 
isting between this, and the distinguishing tenet of Calvinism, 
whch has already been considered, is too evident to be fora 
moment called in question. ‘Thus both systems unite in main- 
taining, that mankind are laid under a necessity, which they 
cannot resist, of committing sin, and so far, they may be truly 
said, to be synonymous terms. 

The second and third propositions laid down by us, in our 
former communication, follow as necessary consequences from 
the establishment of the one which bas formed the subject of 
the toregoing remarks. For if both Calvinism and Fatality 
wnite in maintaining the same doctrines, it necessarily follows 
that the good or the evil effects resulting from bringing the one 
to the test of actual experiment, must also follow from a sim- 
ilar application of the other. Our remarks, therefore, upon 
the former system, as well as objections to it, may be justly 
considered, as applicable to the latter. The evils which have 
followed, or which may at future tunes follow, from the adop 
tion of the one, are, and will continue to be, justly chargeable 
to the other. The affecting incident related in our former 
communication, owed its occurrence as much to Calvinism as 
to Fatality. Whatever one teaches, respecting this, as well 
as every other crime, the other confirms. If the teudency of 
ihe one is inimoral, the same remark will apply to that of the 
other, INVESTIGATOR. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. } 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCRE. 





TO “A UNIVERSALIST.” 

Sin,—The first thing IT shall reply to, in your last com- 
inunication, is found in your second paragraph, in these 
words: * Has then, God determined to punish the wicked 
eternally ? [think he has not, and for this opinion, I 
assign this reason: ‘Phat neither in the dealings of pro- 
vidence towards them, or in the revealed testimony, am I 
able to discover sufficient evidence of such a * determina- 
tion.” —When we look upon the present condition of all 
wen, do we not discover many evidences in favor of 
God's goodness towards them? Is there a being in the 
universe to whom God is not good ? * God is good to all, 
and his tender mercies nre over all his works.” Hence, 
i the present conductot Deity towards all men, there is. 
iminy mind, mach evidence that he is not so determined. 
Because such a * determination” would be exactly con- 
trary to his present course of conduct pursued towards 
seth. 

Such reasoning, T am ready to allow, is extremely 
plausible, and will be readily swallowed by the unsanc- 
of your doctrine. Butt trust 
there are some, mto whose hands these arguments will 
(ill, that wil be able to see both sides of the disputed 
gqvesion, and to decide with impartiality. Considering 
ihe point at issue, you seem to look upon the wrong side 
of the question. By bringing your thoughts more direct- 
ly tothe sobsect of disquisition, you will see that the 
gue siion is not, whether God is good to all men in some 
ailowadle sense, (the affirmative of which can be easily 
proved by a recurrence to his providential dealings.) but 
whether be has determined to punish the wicked eternally 
er uot. Now if we would decide, from a course of rea- 
soning, in what manner God will deal with the wicked, 
sn a future state, we should recur to bis dealings with 
tuem here. ‘Po prove fiom analogy that there will be 
no difference between the righteous and the wicked in 
feturity, you ought to make it appear, frem the dealings 
oi God, that bc makes no diference in this world, df 


tihed reader, as evidence 


a 


the Deity punishes wicked men in this world, which we 
know he does, then his manner of conduct towards them, 
if it affords any evidence on the subject, proves that he 
will also punish themhereafter. ‘Therefore, as God con- 
tinues to punish his enemies as long as life continues, so 
he will punish them eternally, in an eternal state ol 
existence. So that the providential dealings of the Al- 
mighty, are no proof of your doctrine, unless you can 
make it appear, that all punishment is emendatory, 1 
this state of being. But this you will not attempt, since 
many cases will, at once occur to your recollection, in 
which there was not the least semblance of emendation. 
In all the numerous cases in which life was taken there 
was nothing emendatory ; instance the old world, Sodom, 
Korah and his company, Ananias,&c. Now to deny 
that God actually punished those wicked people in this 
life, would be absurd; and to say the punishment inflict- 
ed, was designed to reform them, would not be less 
absurd. 

Neither will you be prepared to say that, God was 
not good, as well as just, in the infliction of a punish- 
iment, which had no tendency to reform. God may be 
good in various ways, and in different degrees. He is 
good to a sparrow, a man and an angel; but who would 
think of inferring that a sparrow would finally enjoy as 
much happiness as a human being; or a manas much 
as an angel? And so,I may continue; God is good to 
the wicked and the righteous; but it does not follow 
from hence that he will make them alike happy, any 
nore than it does, that they are alike happy in the 
preseut-state of being. You seem to be so taken up with 
the idea of God’s goodness, as to forget that he is also 
just. Why did you not, in settling the question, Has 
then, God determined to punish the wicked eternally, 
reason from the known attribute of juslice 2? That would 
have led you to just conclusions. If God is perfectly 
just, in the punishinents which he inflicts on wicked men 
in this world, will he not be equally just in their eternal 
punishment, in the world tocome? And TI consider al! 
appeals to the scriptures as unsatisfactory, unless the 
evidences produced go to prove that, all wicked inen will 
be made holy. The passages to which you allude, that 
speak of God’s will, are premature, unless you also show 
that it is God’s secret und decreetive, and not his revealed 
will. God is determined to accomplish his decreetive 
will. What God is willing to have done, is one thing; 
but what he determines to do, is quite another. He is 


willing that all men sbould be saved, if they will comply 


with the conditiens of salvation; still he knows that 
many of them will not thus comply, and therefore is de- 
termined to make them miserable forever. In this he is 
good, because theic damnation will redound to the glory 
of his name, and the good of his holy kingdom. So that 
Gods will and determination perfectly agree. 

2. You want I should explain the difficulty, viz. ‘ how the 
greatest yood of the whole, can consist in the greatest misery 
of the parts composing that whole!” = In this 1 think you 
mean to embarrass me. But | will suggest that 1 did not so 
much as intimate, what you have advanced above. My 
meaning was, that, the greatest good of the whole intellectual 
kingdom, required the endless misery ofa part (not the parts) 
of that whole kingdom. As for instance, the State legisla- 
ture consults the good of the whole community, in enacting 
laws for the punishment of capital offences. The good ot 
the whole, requires au individual to be hung; but not to 
hang each indrvidual in the whole commonwealth. But do 
they swing off that individual for his own personal good? 
Surely not. He is made au awful monument of severity, as 
a warning to others; and so will the punishment of the 
wicked, in eternity, be exposed to the naked vision of saints 
and angels, showing the former what their own destiny would 
have been, bad it not been for the free mercy and electing 
grace of their offended Sovereign. They cannot but admire 
that display of kindness, which saves thein from what they 
most justly deserve. Thope you will net complain of my 
being ** unintelligible.” 

3. But you “ do not warn sinners to escape from deserved 
punishment; but tell them they cannot escape it.” Then 
you teach a new doctrine indeed. The Saviour said, “ ex- 
cept you repent, you shall all likewise perish.” Did they 
not deserve to perish, and could they not escape by repent- 
ance? What, is there no such thing as receiving forgiveness 
of crimes for which we justly deserve to be punished? You 
appeal to me, as a parent, and | now return a similar mode 
of argument to you. Did you never call your children to an 
account for misbehaviour, and though you knew they deser- 
ved punishment, yet, forgive them, on seeing genuine repent- 
ance? Now if you had ten children, who were alike crimi- 
nal, and each Gue deserved the same dezree of punishment 
have you not an undoubted right to forgive a few of them, 
who are truly penitent, and punish the rest, who remain ob- 
stinate? Yes, have you not a right to make them penitent 
anc forgive them, and then punish the rest, just as much as 
you would have done, had all remained obstinate? By 
pardoning a few, you do not injure the many; they only 
suffer the same punishment, which each one deserves. This 
is the genuine doctrine of distinguishing grace, so frequently 
mentioned im the scriptures. 

4. lam alitde disappointed, Sir, that, so far from conce- 
ding to the construction which [ gave to the text from 1 Cor. 





xv. 51, you shquid turn it to your own account, by attempting 


to show that, though the text does not speak particularly of a 
moral change, it does of a spiritual, which, you think, makes 
it better answer your purpose. Here you are requested fo 
explain. What do you mean by a “spiritual change,” if it 
neither signifies a change of body or of moral character; 
neither of which you admit the text to speak. When vou 
illustrate that change, 1 shall be better prepared to answer 
you. Thechanges to which I allude, are mentioned in 2 
Cor. iii. 18, and Phill. iii. 21, as well as many other texts. 
The one is called, * being changed into the same (moral) 
image,” &c. the other, ‘that he shall change our vile body,” 
&c. To satisfy me, you must show that your spiritual 
change either embraces both those, or is an equivalent for 
them. 

5. I wish [could say as much of you, as you have charita- 
bly said of me,—that “you are within one short step of” 
truth. But have you not given me more credit than is my 
due? It seems as though you did not expect that 1 should 
admit the proper efficacy of the Saviour’s death, In that 
you were mistaken. If there is one truth, which I esteein 
precious, it is this, that Jesus Christ will save all for whom 
he shed his blood. When we read that“ he died for all,” 
and ‘fur every man,” [ understand the sacred writer to 
mean, “all’’ the elect, and “every”? penitent sinner; not all 
mankind indiscriminately. The phrases “ all men,” and 
‘every man,” are, you know, sometimes used, in a limited 
sense. Why not, then, in the passages above mentioned. 
There is one text, however, which seems to favor your opiu- 
ion, in some degree. “He is a propitiation, Xc. and not for 
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” It 
deserves some attention, However, it may mean no more 
than the whole chosen family of God. That is to say, the 
apostle might mean that Jesus not only died for those chris- 
tians, who then lived, but for all the people of Goa, in the 
whole world, in ages past and to come. It cannot meau 
all men, without exception. ; 

Dear Sir, | have delayed writing for sometime, partly on 
account of usual avocations, and partly owing to a doubt in 
my mind, whether I ought to pursue the controversy. I 
know from the observation of people that, many of the pious 
are not satisfied with it, as they think it will rather havea 


tendency to introduce doubts into the minds of believers, if 


not strengthen the unbelievers ini the mischievous doctrine o: 


Universalism. Perhaps I shall write once more. 
CALVINIST. 








Aivacticat. 











FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


THE MANNER OF PREACHING. 


“And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excei- 
lency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony 
of God.” St. Pau. 


The manner, as well as the matter of a discourse, is de- 
serving of the attention of a speaker. In some cases, it ney 
be an object with a public declaimer, to confound the under- 
standing of his hearers, to divert their attention from the prin- 
cipal question in dispute, or to dazzle them with a profusion 
of tropes and figures; and either of these courses will be dic- 
tated by the sinister motives which often exert an undue in- 
fluence on the inind; a man desires to be called eloquent, or 
he would be well paid for defending a baa cause, or he is em- 
ulous of outstripping a competitor in the race of popularity. 
In every instance of this kind, our Lord’s maxim wili apply, 
“he, that speaketh of himself, seeketh his own glory.” 

But in preaching the gospel, these ignoble motives, these 
unworthy objects are prohibited exercising any power; at 
least, such motives become ignobie, and such objects unwor- 
thy, when they are allowed to exert an influence on the manner 
of preaching moral and divine truths. A Christian Minister 
does not address a jury, he does not speak to a number of 
men, to influence them to decide in favor of a client, against 
an antagonist; his discourse is addressed to an audience, ev- 
ery one of which is to aecide for himself “ what is right,” and 
is not bound to submit to the decision of another. A Chris- 
tian Minister does not address the Legislative department of 
his country, on questions of local or national interest; his du- 
ty is, to **come” to al! who hear him, “in the fulness of the 
blessing of the gospel of Christ ;” and he proposes a subject, 
ip which all men, of every sect and nation, are equally inter- 
ested. If he wishes to be faithful to his Master and to his 
cause, he will be uuaffected by earthly considerations; he 
will equally lay out of his account the praise or blame, the 
commendation or contempt of the world. 

It is to be presumed, that these sentiments actuated the 
apostle, when he wrote the passage which stands ai the head 
of this article, and when he further asserted, that, ‘+ his speech 
and his preaching were not with enticing words of man’s wis 
dom, but in demonstration of the spirit and of power ; tha: 
the ** faith” of his hearers “ might not stand in the wisdom ©! 
men, but in the power of God.” 

But, because a preacher considers it his duty to speak, with 
great simplicity, to adopt a familiar style, and by ali means '0 
labor to be understood, does it therefore follow, that he mu*t 
be wholly neglectful of correct diction, and entirely inattentive 
to the purity of Janguage? This does not follow. Purity ané 
elegance are perfectiy compatible with simplicity and persp* 
cuity. We commit a misiake when we suppose, that the go 
pel can derive no aid from the rules of ait, so far as those rules 





relate to method, and to appropiate terms. Nature pursues @ 


regular method in every department of her works; end reaseh 
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nature as its model, in applying itself to the | It is true they also have periodical publications. Butthe yas we have suggested. The same remarks apply to all 4 1 
question is, are those awake to their iinportance, and en- | communications sent for publi€ation. In every case they aa 


appears to follow 0 7. 
a I of th several branches of science, which torm the sub- 
afucs “gi 


aos of its investigation. Why np - eh pactnne apron 
religious subject be regulate: oy rules of method, as we 
One Lecture on Astronomy ? Are we to suppose thata ser- 
othe more evangelical, in proportion as it Is immethodi- 
aye connected? Is a Christian minister to exhibit the 
- and sipookerent ravings of the Pythian priestess upon her 
wild “g yee Sybil in bercave. Willa natural arrangement 
tripod, O° pair the character, and weaken the force of evan- 
oben 2 uths > A moment's consideration is sufficient to con- 
ae y thab the human mind requires to be led on regularly 
— s ematically, in the acquisition of truth; and if it is a 
and ‘hat preaching, generally, should exhibit an orderly ar- 
ore tee of propositions and deductions, because the gospel 
na system of connected truths; it is reasonable that every 
discourse should be, in these respects, formed upon the same 
model. It should be a system in miniature. ; 

Words should be the medium of ideas; and it cannot ap- 
range to assert, that, the impression, which a preacher 
wisnes his ideas should make, will be greatly assisted by the 
ase of correct language. If he should study to be grammati- 
cally coriect, he need not fear, that, he is giving his attention. 
toa useless Object; nor ought his hearers to be alarmed, as if 
they were addressed in “ the wisdom of words.” Assuredly, 
a correct and chaste style will never render a discourse dark 
aud absurd. Who supposes, that, the terseness and purity of 
Blair render his discourses unintelligible? Who believes that 
ihe classic elegance of Priestley detracts from the simplicity of 
his compositions ? Indeed, what reader of the writings and 
discourses of St. Paul, does not perceive, that, while he studi- 
ously avoided all redundancy and bombast, and labored to 
“commend himself to every man’s conscience in the sight of 
God,” his productions evince an accuracy and correctness of 
language, Which reflect high honor upon his character as a 
scholar? We may be told, that, every preacher cannot expect 
to attain to an elevated style, as all have net the opportunity 
ww acquire it. This is granted; but we contend, that, every 
man who wishes to render himself useful in the ministry can 
make himself master of his own language, so far as to employ 
appropriate terms to convey his ideas, and to use words in 
their proper sense. Why should nota sermon be as free from 
vulgar similes and jow metaphors, and exhibit as easy and 
natural a flow of well-chosen words, as a hymn, or the version 
of a psalm? Who would prefer the coarse, irregular versif- 
cations of Sternho!d and Hopkins,to the smooth and elegant 
compositions of Watts, Doddridge aud Steele? Of all that is 
sublime, the bible furnishes the most striking instances. The 
subjects which revelation proposes are of all others the most 
elevated and magnificient. Let not the preacher, then, from 
mistaken notions of simplicity, degrade the gospel by clothing 
its truths in a vulgar dress. On the contrary, let it be a part of 
his mental exercise to ** seek out acceptable words.” 
NOTORIUS. 
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“1 AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.” 


TRIBUTE OF GRATITUDE. 

{t affords us much pleasure, to have an opportunity of ex- 
pressing our gratitude to the many patrons of this paper, who 
have complied with the conp1Tions on which it is published, 
which are before the eye of every reader, on the first page of 
cach number. Those Agents who have taken a lively interest 
in the work, and several friends who have paid in advance, 
are entitled to our sincere acknowledgments. By bestowing 
suwearied attention to the work, we hope to ensure the future 
patronage and support of all whose punctuality and kindness 
are herein recognized. 

But to save the trouble and mortification of expostulating 
with those, who suffer the Editor to .emain greatly indebted 
‘othe Printer, whereas a few shillings from each of them 
would “ sit him on dry ground,” the following sound and ap- 
propriate * Hints” are selected, which we hope will be read 
with attention, and to the mutual profit, of both editor and 
The article is from an able advocate of truth, who is 
eatitled to the highest respect from all Christian Universalists. 


eacer. 


From the Boston Universalist Magazine. 

There is no mode of obtaining knowledge so cheap, nor 
attended with less labor to the reader, as periodical pub- 
cations. For the last twenty years, knowledge has gra- 
“ually increased, a spirit of general inquiry has been ex- 
“ited, and a vast revolution in religious opinion produced, 
and to such publications, are we in a great measure in- 
‘ebted for their accomplishment. Almost all sects, aware 
t toeir utility, have their periodical journals, for the de- 
‘ence and diffusion of their views of the Bible. The zeal 
vith which these are supported and disseminated among 
‘ther denominations of christians, is great. The very 


ise is enough to rouse every Universalist from sleep.— 


, 








gaged in the labor of them, sufficiently encouraged? We 
are informed, that in some places, such publications lan- 
guish and ready to expire for want of support. We are 
unwilling to believe, that this arises from a niggardly sor- 
did disposition, or from want of proper zeal in diffusing 
what Universalists believe to be the truth; but from other 
causes which we think might very easily be removed.— 
With a special view to their removal, we take the liberty 
to suggest a few hints for the candid consideration of ev- 
ery Universalist. 

Ist. What State of the Union do you live in? Look 
around, and calculate, if there be not a sufficient number 
of Universalists in it, to support a periodical publication. 
If there is, let every one use his individual exertions to 
begin one, support it, and diffuse itas extensively as pos- 
sible. If the number is insufficient to support such 
a publication, subscribe for those publications printed 
in some other States, which are deveted to the dif- 
fusion of your views of divine truth. By so doing 
you increase your own knowledge, and eventually will 
increase your numbers, and thus become fellow-helpers 
to the truth of God in the world. 

2d. Never begin a second or third periodical publica- 
tion in the same State, until morally certain that the 
number and wealth of Universalists in it, are able to 
supportthem. Let the talents and efforts of Universalists 
be devoted to support one. Let them unite as one man 
to render it respectable, and universally useful through- 
out the State in which they live. Talents and influence 
concentrated, and devoted to such an undertaking, will 
accomplish much, but divided, can accomplish but very 
little. Better one well supported pubiication ina State, 
than half a dozen, dragging out a miserable existence for 
the want of it. The editors of such a work, ought to be 
put beyond the fear of its death, for want of support. 

3d. Every Universalist throughout the United Statos, 
ought to subscribe, if able, for at least one such period 
cal publication, Let the very poorest one of them ask 
himself,—Do I not spend more in some useless, yea per- 
nicious luxury in the course of the year, than would pay 
for one of such periodical works? All those who do not, 
we excuse then, and recommend it to those who take such 
publications, to give such persons a reading of their pa- 
pers gratuitously. 

4th. Let no Universalist (or any other man,) subscribe 
for any periodieal publication, unless he pays down his 
subscription for one year, [or, at least, comply with the 
conditions of the paper,| and if he intends to continue it 
Jonger, remit the price at the commencement of. the next, 
or give due notice to the editor that he wishes it discon- 
tinued. It isto be feared, that some subscribe for such 
publications, who never calculate to pay for them. This 
is not morally honest, and, is a mean and contemptible 
inode of being dishonest. 
any conscious of guilt, who have not remitted the price 
of their papers to the editors, let restitution for all past 
offences be instantly made, and let them do so no more, 
lu every possible case, we say the subscription for one 
year ought to be paid in advance. Editors should rigidly 
adhere to this rule. All subscribers worth having, will 
have no objection to it. Such as would object, will likely 
involve them in perplexity, and loss in the end. The 
sooner all such subseribers are struck from the list so 
much the better. Their names only make editors and 
printers dream that they are eating, and behold when 
they awake they are hungry. It is not a list of names, 
however long or respectable, that can pay the paper ma- 
ker, and we presume printers are not a race of mortals 
who can live without food or raiment any more than our- 
selves. 

5th. Our next remark respects the collecting and trans- 
mitting the money to the editors of such periodical jour- 
nals. Wherever two or more persons in a place subscribe 
for a paper, some one of their number ought to receive 
and transmit the whole at once, with the names and ad- 
dregs of the individuals. We should think wherever there 
is a preacher in the place, this might be done by hin, for 
we ought to expect, that he will take an interest in the 
diffusion of such publications among the people. He 
surely cannot be indifferent to free inquiry and diffusion 
of knowledge! ‘The slightest reflection may lead any one 
to sev, that if individuals transmit the price of their papers 
by mail, it must be a heavy tax on the purse and the pa- 
tience of the editors of such publications. Such as do so, 
ought to pay the postage, for such a suin is but a trifle to 
individuals, but becomes a very considerable sum to them, 
ifthey have got the postage of several hundreds to pay.— 
We presume, that many editors of papers, could exhibit 


such a list of yearly postages, as would astonish many of 


their readers. People of good sense and reflection, ought 
to think of this, and put them to as little expense as pos- 
sible. Say, is it not a mortifying thing, for an editor to 
open a letter inclosing one year’s subscription, the very 
postage of which has cost him from ten totwenty per cent. 
of the whole amount? Al} this unnecessary and burden 
some expense, wight be easily avoided, by some such plan 


Should this meet the eye of 





ought to reach the editors free of ali expense. Is it too 
much for the author to pay the postage? Can it be less 
for the editors? And if all their correspondents treated 
them in this way, unless they can live on the aic and sun 
beams, they must, to carry on their work, remove their 
printing establishment to the alms-house. 
6th. Having paid for the papers, and received them, bEB 
our next remark respects the manner in which Universal- Ve 
ists Ought to make them generally useful. We take it { % 
for granted, that they will read them themselves, and that pe 
their families will also be benefitted by the perusal ot ie 
them. We would suggest some things with a view to ; 
make such publications, much more generally useful.-— 
Send them then to your neighbors around you :— Put thea: 
into the hands of your relations and acquaintances; and 
urge them at least to give your principles a fair hearings. : 
before they condemn you fer believing them. Do any ot 
your relations or neighbours take what they deem oriho- 
dox papers; read them in return, and shew to them, that 
you wish a free circulation of religious opinion, that your i 
F 





object is, to let al] things in religion be freely and ful! 
investigated. Convince them, that you are candid open to 
conviction, and that it is the duty of every man, to prove 
all things and hold fast that which is good. 

Urge men to read, and think, and investigate, and they ; ) 
will soon burst assunder all the chains which Priestcrait | 
can forge forthem. No species of reading has done more 
to effect thisin the world than periodical journals, where 
they have been well conducted. And who are to take an 
active part in circulating them, but such as have derived 
benefit from them? Every Universalist ought to blush, i " 
who stands by an idle spectator to al! the zeal and indus- 
try of other sects to diffuse what they think truth, yet 
uses no exertions, nor puts himself to any expense, to dis- 
seminate his own views of God's word. 

The conduct of the sects around, points te him and says, 

**Gome see our zeal. Look at what expense and indus- 
try we circulate our papers from Georgia to Maine.” 





We have suggested these few hints, for the considern- 
tion of our brethren, with a view to remedy some evils a 
justly complained of by conductors of periodical works, dea 


and to stir them up to zeal inthe cause of truth. Should 

they contribute to the attainment of these ends, or excite 

any other person to apply a more effectual remedy, it will ; 

aiply pay for his trouble. 
An IwaringeR AFTER TRUTH. 








THE N. H. UNIVERSALIST ASSOCIATION. 

A new Association of the above name, was duly organized ih} 
on the second Wednesday of June, 1824, at Westmoreland, | 
N. H. by Bre. Samuel C. Loveland, Robert. Bartlett, Dolphus 
Skinner, Lemuel Willis, and such other brethren as assembled 
with them for consultation. ; 

Br. 8. C. Loveland was chosen Moderator of the Counc?! j 
and Br. L. Willis, Clerk. Sermons were delivered by Brs. 
Willis, Skinner, and Loveland. 

The several Universalist Societies in that. region were re- 
quested to send Delegates to represent them in the next annu-« 
al meeting, which is to be holden in Hancock, N. H. the sec- 
ond Wednesday and Thursday in June, 1825. 

A brief, but encouraging Circular attends the Minutes o& 








the N. H. U. Association, written by Br. Willis. ‘ 
Abridged from the Chris. Repository. F 
NOTICE. 


The Editor of the “ Messenger of Peace” suggests “to the 
Editors of Universalist publications in the United States,” 





‘the propriety of publishing in the several papers, a list of the 
ministers employed within the immediate circulation of their 
respective papers, or belonging to each different Association ; 
together with a list of the nuinber of Societies in each State, ; 

and of their present state and standing!” 


To this very reasonable and timely suggestion, we cheerful- 
ly assent, and earnesily request the ministering brethren, be- 
longing to this Association, to furnish all the information on 
the subject, which their several opportunities will admit. 





We understand that the arguments of Rev. Mr. Kneeland 
and Rev. Mr. M’Calla, at their Public Discussion, will soon. 
appear in print; and we hope some of the books will be sent 
to this place, not doubting but that they would meet with a 
ready sale) Many people inquire for them, with much 
anxiety. - 

TO CORRESPONDENTS AND READERS. { 

We shall endeavor to gratify “Christian inquirer,” by of. 
fering a brief explanation on John v. 28, 29, in our next, 

A “Friendly Letter to Rev. Mr. H—” and several otheg 
articles, will be attended to as soon as possible. 











WLARRIED, 
In this town, by Kev. Mr. Streeter, Capt. William Collagan 
to Miss Elizabeth Maxwell. By £lderS. Rand, Mr. Jonathan 


Vennell, to Miss Margaret Litdejohn.—Mr. Barzillai Sturte- tag * 
vant, to Miss Julia-Ann Flemmin et 
ut, S- ig 
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NATIONAL ANTHEM. 
All hail Almighty, glorious Sire, 
Great Ancient of eternal days! 
Thy mercies claim the full ton’d lyre ; 
And all the strength of perfect praise. 


*Twas thine, O God, in elder time, 
To make thy glorious arm right bare ; 
When those who trod, this desert clime, 
Were made of thee, thy guardian care. 


In vain the wily hunter spread, 
Ten thousand ambush’d deaths around : 
Their trembling hearts appall’d with dread, 
Their spirits felt thy secret wound. 


Amazement seiz’d the savage foe, 
Thy terrors smote his proudest force ! 
Thy dew, unstrung the warrior’s bow ; 
Thy tempest rul’d the atrow's course. 


Then bloom’d the waste at thy command; 
Peace onward led fair freedom’s ray ; 


Life’s social arts adorn’d the land; 
Religion shone in sun bright day. 


These wond’rous works, O Lord, were thine ; 
Thine be the glory, honor, praise ; 
While choral symphonies divine, 
fu heaven, and earth, prolong the lays. 
RicHARDS. 
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LRisceellancous. 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 
FARMINGTON, Aug. 17, 1824. 

Lear Brother—Mr. Putneas Bonn, a young Calyin- 
ast Baptist preacher, has lately published in the Waterville 
Jateliigencer, a boasting Communication, purporting to 
describe the extraordinary success he has met with in the 
lowe part of Winthrop ; which, says he, “no human 
toncue,or humen pen can describe.” Concerning that 
work, however, it is not my principal design to make ma- 
ny remarks. I shall merely observe, thatif any bad men 
he ve been made better; or ifany,who were strangers to 
(oc’s love, are now acquainted with and enjoy it, 1 cer- 
tainly rejotee forthem. ‘That there has been gguite an 
excitement in that vicinity, Lknow ; but I cannot believe 
that there is any thing miraculous or supernatural in it. 
Such things, you know, are very easily accounted for in 
the doctrine of human sympathy. In religion, as: indeed 
i) any other sentiment, when a new preacher or advocate 
is introduced, whose peculiarities are different from what 
a particular community have been accusiomed to, and 
whose manners and habits being new and novel, excite 
attention ; and a few converts are made by him and fil- 
led with zeal, and urged to exertion ; itis generaliy the 
case, thatthe same sentiment comes to effect, quite gen- 
erally, the members of such a community. Hence, when 
a reformation commences in a town or village, under the 
preaching of a Congregationalist, an Episcopalian, a 
Methodist, a Swecenborgian, or a Baptist preacher, the 
views of the people will, pine times out of ten, accord 
with those which the preacher embraces, whose exertions 
projuced the re formation. ‘There is, in the human con- 
stitution, a powerful sympathy; and a fire once caught 
especially if its ravages be en- 











will continue to rage: 
couraged rather than checked. 

I was once acquainted in a village, which was invaded 
bv a fanatic relivionist. Jits converts all had visions and 
trances. They believed, as is common in such cases, just 
as their preacher believed, and acted just as he acted. 
And he who employed his reason and exercised the liber- 
ty which his country guaranteed to him, and raised his 
Voice against such infatuation, was uniformly charged 
with “fighting against God, and derided with the ocious 
appellations which M.. BoNnpb applies to them—* Mer- 
alist!” “ Universalist £? and such like wicked names. 

I said before, that L had no other concern or interest 
in Mr. Bonn’s success, than to rejoice if any sinners have 
Deen converted from the error of their ways. There is 


one other thing, however, which I think my duty calls me 
to notice. He boasts of having achieved a wonderful vic- 
tory, by converting among his 66 disciples, TWO UNIVER- 
Sauists! As if those /wo universalists were worth more 
thanall the rest! Have you not, dear Brother, some- 
times been inducedto smile, when witnessing how much 
a limitarian preacher is disposed to boast, if he can but 
succeed in securing one who professed universalism, but 
never believed it 2 When 1 began to read this young 
preacher’s article, and found that “ ¢he principles of the 
moralist, universalis!, &e. wereno more before the Spirit 
of God, than stubble before the flames ;” that, “like a 
mighty torrent it appeared lo bear down every thing be- 
foreit ;? I expected to behold hosts of universalists re- 
treating to the Calvinistic camp With terror and precipi- 
tation. But what was my astonishment, when J found 
that after all, only two had deserted! Ihave no doubt, 
that the young man possesses.a most mighty ire, towards 
such as do not believe that * God from all eternity, elect- 
ed some to everlasting life 3’ but who,on the contrary, 
maintain that * God, the Saviour of all men, will have 
all mento be saved:” And willing to show his pious 
wrath, he cries aloud to the public, to behold the trophies 
of his victory over TWO universalists, whom he has con- 
verted from a beliefin the Scriptures, to a belief in Cal- 
vinism. 

This is not the first time that Mr. B. has published the 
same story ; had it been, I should not probably have no- 
ticed him. When lI firstsaw the same account Jast spring, 
in the same paper, queried in my mind, whether it 
would be best to notice his abusive insinuations or not ; 
but came to the conclusion, that the exultations of boyish 
pride better be passed over with silent neglect. When, 
however, I saw the second edition of the story, I conclu- 
ded that the public had given sufficient credit to his ac- 
count, to Matter him inté the notion of publishing it again. 
It is time that the public was undeceived. Twice he has 
published an account of the conversion of a confirmed 
and leading universalist, who had believed that doctrine 
20 years. I know the person to whom he alludes. I 
have been quite intimately acquainted with him 10 years 
out of the 20, and have resided in the neighborhood with 
him a number of years ; but never did I know, or even 
mistrust, that he was a universalist, before Mr. BOND in- 
formed the world of it. Nevertheless, it may be that Mr. 
b. has told the truth ; if he has, however, it appears to 
me very strange that I should net have learned it as soon 
ashe. As. for the other universalist Whom he has con- 
verted, I have not learned who be is, and therefore shall 
not, at present, say any thing about him. I do not be- 
lieve, however, from what information I can obtain, that 
either of the persons he boasts of having converted, ever 
did seriously believe in the sublime doctrine of the Final 
Restitution ; for if they did,they never could have been 
persuaded to leave the sweet waters of divine goodness ; 
for the bitter pollutions of Caivinistic partiality. Let Mr. 
B. ask them now, in the presence of God, to tell whether 
they ever did really, fully and sincerely believe in the 
doctrine of Universal Salvation; and if they will answei 
hin affirmatively, l will acknowledge that my opinion is 
erroneous. 

Mr. Bonn says that the Spirit of God came “like a 
mighty torrent and bore down EVERY thing before it.” 
Alas ! How difterent from that “ s/i// small voice,’ which 
whispers, “peace on earth and good wiil toward men.” 
Again: “ Zhe principles ef the moralist, universalist, &e. 
were no more before the Spirit of God, than dry stubble 
before the flames.” Vf this is the character of the reform- 
ation in Winthiop, happy wouldit be for that town and 
for our countiy, if such “mighty torrents” should never rush 
down our mountains again. Let me inquire, what are lhe 
principles of the morelasi, and of the universalist. which 
Mr. Bonn’s reformation overthrew ? The principles of 
the moralist teach that men should deal justly, honestly 
and fairly ; that they should relieve the distressed and 
supply the wants of the destitute; that they should not 
bear false witness, but love their neighbors as themselves. 
This, Mr. Bony rejoices to see dove away in Winthrop, 
hy the influence of the *Spiritof” Calvinism! And what 
are the “principles of the Universalisis 2° They believe 
that * God is eood to all.and his tender mercies over all 
his works ;” that “he will have all men to be saved ;” 
that he * willsto gather all things together in Christ ;” 
that “he works all things after the counsel of his own 
will 3? that “he will do ali his pleasure ;” that Christ 
“will diaw all men unto him ;” that **no man can come 
to him except the Father draw him ;” and that * he that 
‘ometh unto him shall not be cast out.” These, with 
thousands of other Scriptural truths, are the * principles 
of the Universalists,” which Mr. B. says “were no more 
hefore the Spirit of God, than dry stubbic before the flames.” 
Alas! if the Baptist preacher has told us the truth, we 
would willingly take up a lamentation, for the unfortu- 
nate town of Winthrop and say, * What thing shall fT l- 
ken to thee, O daughter 2 


What shall equal to thee, ¢ 
virgin daughter of Zion 2 For thy breach is greet liv 
the sea, who can heal it 2 





Thi prophets have seen vain 
and foolish things for thee. Returu thou, backsliding I[s- 
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rael, saith the Lord ; and { wii! not cause mine any: ;, 

. . . nes Vy 
‘fall upon you ; for am MERCIEUL, saith the Lord. oa 
ZI WILL NOT KEEP ANGER FOREVER. 


Your brother, WILLIAM A, DREW, 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCED 





Mr. Srrererer,—-I was much pleased with your editorigs 
remarks of July 31, respecting our treatment towards tio. 
who oppose our religious views. After reading them 
followiny reflections occurred to my mind. 

What is the best proof of our being Christians? Angwe,. 
that we endeavor to imitate Christ. What did he do, who, 
he was called in question concerning his religion? Whey j, 
was chastened, he threatened not, but taught them as Pi 
having authority; not with crouching servility, but witho»: 
fear, openly and independently. Although he was mec; 
gentle, full of mercy and good fruits, and without partiajir, 
he was also without hypocrisy. He was always ready ;, 
give an answer, as we are instructed to do by the apostle, , 
those who asked him a reason of his nope, with meekye 
and fear ;—not the fear of man, but with reverence to God. 
without ostentation or arrogance. ' 

How different this from what we often see among prof. 
sors who call themselves orthodox, and with an air of arto. 
gance and disdain, refuse to assign any reasons for thei, 
tenets, but accuse you of being ignorant of the Scriptures 
and of being wilfully blind, and of hating religion, becays 
you oppose their opinions. When you modestly bring they 
a * thus saith the Lord,” for your defence, they will tell yoy 
that you do not understand the scriptures, and direct you tp 
some Doctor of Divinity for an interpretation of a passage 
that the unlearned, though a way-faring man, could hardy 
misunderstand. Now what would Christ do with such people? 
He would tell them the truth, without hypocrisy, and wan 
them not to do themselves any harm. The fact is, the spirit 
of Christ leads good men, uniformly, to meekness, quietness, 
gentleness and goodness; to a dislike of vicious conduct and 
bad tempers of mind, and to love every thing that is lovely, 
Of course it teaches us * not to accompany those, who cop- 
sent not to wholesome words, even the words of the Lord 
Jesus ;”’ for they are proud, knowing nothing, doating about 
words that gender strife, to the subverting of the bearers. 
The conclusion then is obvious, that it is best to say bu 
little to the proud-know-nothing professor, and that little in 
such a manner, that, when he comes to his pillow, his own 
reflection may say to him, * Thou art weighed in the balance 
and found wanting ” 

I know that such men will try to quiet their consciences, 
by accusing the candid and open professor, of being like 
themselves. ‘Ah,’ say they, ‘he tried to mimic the chris. 
tian, and will almost deceive the very elect; but having an 
assurance that I am one of that favorite number, I will net 
be too much disturbed by the stings of remorse and guilt!’ 

But after all, Sir, the light of truth is so clear, that they 
must distinguish between the precious end the vile, between 
them who love God, and those who love him not. The 
testimony of the true Witness must be heard in every man’s 
heart, who makes any pretensions to godliness, though he is 
ever so crafty and evasive. 

Finally, may the Lord help us to look into the renzrct 
LAW OF LIBERTY, not being forgetful hearers, but doers of the 
word. Then shall we be blest, and, like the Saviour, love 
our enemies and pray for them that despitefully use, and 
persecute us. Above all we shall treat all denominations 0! 
christians with affection and charity, ‘endeavoring to keep 
the unity of the spirit in the bonds of peace,” * till we a! 
come, in the unity of the faith, and the knowledge of the 
Son of God, unto a perfect man, to the measure of the sta- 
ture of the fulness of Christ.” Henceforth, therefore, “ let 
us be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about 
by every wind of doctrine ;” but speaking the truth in love, 
may we grow up into him, in all things, who is the head, 
even Christ !”’ Be***, 
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From the Columbian Centine). 


BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 


Mr. Russrin—About six months since, a volume of nearly 
450 pages, was presented to the public, entitled—* An Inquiry 
into the scriptural import of the words Sheol, Hades, Tartarvs. 
and Gehenna ; all translated Heit, in the common English 
version. By Watrer Batrovr.” 

In this apparently able work, the learned author exhibits 
much candor--protound research—close reasoning—aud ma- 
ny facts tending to prove, that neither our Lord Jesus Chr 
or his apostles, or any of the inspired prophets, either taug'' 
or believed in any state of punishment beyond the grave ! in 
deed he avers that neither the Hebrew, or the more copiou 
Greek language, had any words capable of designating avy 
such state, until subsequently perverted fiom their origiva! 
meaning forthat purpose. 

It is presumed that no work has ever been published in this 
country more worthy of critical examination. If it can bé 
proved that the author ts wrong, let him be decently chastised; 
if right, an enlightened people will be prone to believe tal 
their learned Clergymen have either been wanting in capac'ty 
to discern divine truth, or, what is worse, have knowing/¥ 
« shunned to declare unto them the whole council of God.” 
No man, who values his reputation, will presume to say this 
work is beneath his notice. ‘Therefore, if it remains mvc! 
longer iticed by our numerous literati, the people will have 
an undoubted right to draw the conclusion that the treatise # 
unanswerable A LOVER OF TRUTH. 
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